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because we've been told to get out. They won't stand for Negro ball players on the 
same field with whites!" ... 

The expulsion from Sanford was a humiliating experience. I found myself 
wishing I had never gotten mixed up in the whole business. When the club moved 
into Daytona, our permanent training base, what hope was there that I would not be 
kicked out of town just as I had been in Sanford? I was sure that as soon as I 
walked out on the field, an objection would be raised. I didn ' t want to go through 
that all over again. What could I do? Quit? ... I wanted to; but I just didn't have 
the nerve to walk out on all the people who were counting on me-my family and 
close friends, Mr. Rickey, the fourteen million Negroes from coast to coast, the le
gion of understanding white people. Dejected as I was, I just had to stick it out. 

The rest of the team was quartered in a big hotel overlooking the Atlantic 
Ocean. I stayed in the home of a private family in the Negro section of tl)e town. 
When we finished practice, I'd go home and play cards with Smith, Rowe, and my 
wife. Once in a while we'd go to a movie. There was only one Negro movie in 
town and the picture ran for three days. Consequently we'd see two pictures a 
week. Often there was absolutely nothing to do. Our life was so restricted and mo
notonous that sometimes we would go to see the same movie twice. 

Now and then some of the local Negroes would invite us to dinner or for a 
game of cards. There was also a USO Club near-by and some evenings I'd go there 
to play table tennis or pinochle. But no matter how I tried I couldn't find a suffi
cient diversion to preoccupy me. I found myself stewing over the problems which I 
knew were bound to confront me sooner or later .. .. 

We were scheduled to play an exhibition game with the Jersey City Giants in 
Jacksonville. We made the trip by bus, and when we arrived at the park there was a 
big crowd waiting outside. We climbed out and went over to the players' gate lead
ing onto the field. It was locked. We couldn't get in; nor, apparently, could the 
waiting fans. 

"What's wrong here?' ' [Montreal manager] Hopper asked a man standing 
near-by. 

"The game's been called off," the man said. "The Bureau of Recreation won't 
let the game be played because you've got colored guys on your club." 

Mel Jones got hold of Charley Stoneham, the Jersey City business manager, and 
found that the man's report was correct. George Robinson, executive secretary of the 
Bureau of Recreation, had informed the Jersey City club that he would not allow the 
game to be played. There was nothing for us to do but drive back to Daytona . . .. 

The Thoughts of Muhammad Ali in Exile, c. 1967 

"I never thought of myself as great when I refused to go into the Army. All I did 
was stand up for what I believed. There were people who thought the war in Viet-
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nam was right. And those people, if they went to war, acted just as brave as I did. 
There were people who tried to put me in jail. Some of them were hypocrites, but 
others did what they thought was proper and I can't condemn them for following 
their conscience either. People say 1 made a sacrifice, risking jail and my whole ca
reer. But God told Abraham to kill his son and Abraham was willing to do it, so 
why shouldn't I follow what I believed? Standing up for my religion made me 
happy; it wasn ' t a sacrifice. When people got drafted and sent to Vietnam and 
didn ' t understand what the killing was about and came home with one leg and 
couldn't get jobs, that was a sacrifice. But I believed in what I was doing, so no 
matter what the government did to me, it wasn't a loss. 

"Some people thought I was a hero. Some people said that what I did was 
wrong. But everything I did was according to my conscience. I wasn't trying to be 
a leader. I just wanted to be free. And I made a stand all people, not just black peo
ple, should have thought about making, because it wasn't just black people being 
drafted. The government had a system where the rich man's son went to college, 
and the poor man's son went to war. Then, after the rich man's son got out of col
lege, he did other things to keep him out of the Army until he was too old to be 
drafted. So what I did was for me, but it was the kind of decision everyone has to 
make. Freedom means being able to follow your religion, but it also means carry
ing the responsibility to choose between right and wrong. So when the time came 
for me to make up my mind about going in the Army, I knew people were dying in 
Vietnam for nothing and I should live by what I thought was right. I wanted Amer
ica to be America. And now the whole world knows that, so far as my own beliefs 
are concerned, I did what was right for me." 

Time and again on college campuses, Ali sounded themes important to him: 
On the war in Vietnam: "I'm expected to go overseas to help free people in 

South Vietnam, and at the same time my people here are being brutalized and mis
treated, and this is really the same thing that's happening over in Vietnam. So I'm 
going to fight it legally, and if I lose, I'm just going to jail. Whatever the punish
ment, whatever the persecution is for standing up for my beliefs, even if it means 
facing machine-gun fire that day, I'll face it before denouncing Elijah Muhammad 
and the religion of Islam." 

On being stripped of his title and denied the right to fight: "The power struc
ture seems to want to starve me out. The punishment, five years in jail, ten
thousand-dollar fine, ain't enough. They want to stop me from working, not only in 
this country but out of it. Not even a license to fight an exhibition for charity, and 
that's in this twentieth century. You read about these things in the dictatorship 
countries , where a man don't go along with this or that and he is completely notal
lowed to work or to earn a decent living." 

On the financial hardship he was enduring: "What do I need money for? I 
don ' t spend no money. Don't drink, don't smoke, don ' t go nowhere, don't go run
ning with women. I take my wife out and we eat ice cream .... 

On lack of black pride: "We've been brainwashed. Everything good is sup
posed to be white . We look at Jesus , and we see a white with blond hair and blue 
eyes. We look at all the angels ; we see white with blond hair and blue eyes . Now, 
I'm sure there's a heaven in the sky and colored folks die and go to heaven. Where 
are the colored angels? They must be in the kitchen preparing milk and honey. We 
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look at Miss America, we see white. We look at Miss World, we see white. We look 
at Miss Universe, we see white. Even Tarzan, the king of the jungle in black Africa, 
he's white. White Owl Cigars. White Swan soap, White Cloud tissue paper, White 
Rain hair rinse, White Tornado floor wax. All the good cowboys ride the white 
horses and wear white hats. Angel food cake is the white cake, but the devils food 
cake is chocolate. When are we going to wake up as a people and end the lie that 
white is better than black?" 

On hate: "I don't hate nobody and I ain't lynched nobody. We Muslims don't 
hate the white man. It's like we don't hate a tiger; but we know that a tiger's nature 
is not compatible with people's nature since tigers love to eat people. So we don't 
want to live with tigers . It's the same with the white man. The white race attacks 
black people. They don' t ask what's our religion, what's our belief? They just start 
whupping heads. They don ' t ask you, are you Catholic, are you a Baptist, are you a 
Black Muslim, are you a Martin Luther King follower, are you with Whitney 
Young? They just go whop, whop, whop! So we don ' t want to live with the white 
man; that's all." 

Harry Edwards Reviews the Making of the 
Black Athletic Revolt, 1967 

.. . Early rumblings of revolt revolved around the issues of segregation and social 
discrimination. For instance, in the late fifties and middle sixties, there were nu
merous cases where black athletes refused to participate due to discrimination in 
spectator seating at athletic events or because of discriminatory practices encoun
tered by the athletes themselves. A firm indication that a revolt was brewing ap
peared in 1965 when the black athletes chosen to play in the American Football 
League's East-West All-Star game banned together and refused to play in New Or
leans, Louisiana, because several of the Afro-American stars had been refused en
trance to some of the city 's social clubs. As a result of the athletes' threat to boycott 
the event, Joe Foss, then commissioner of the league, had the game moved to an
other city. This incident marked the first time in modem athletic history that a 
sporting event had actually been changed to another site because of discrimination 
against Afro-American participants. And the threat succeeded largely because of 
the unity among the black athletes involved, a unity forged from their firm convic
tion that they were men and that they in fact were going to be treated as such .... 

After the 1964 games, black athletes got together and talked about the possi
bility of a black boycott of the 1968 Olympics to be held in Mexico. They dis
cussed the justifications for the move and also the possible ramifications. 

Then in the fall of 1967, two events occurred that brought all the talk and 
discussion to a head. First, Tommie Smith, in Tokyo for the University Games, 
casually commented that some black athletes would perhaps boycott the 1968 
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